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Trumps crude tweet turns 


geen 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


ASHINGTON - Perhaps 

President Trump thought 

he was giving Sen. Kirsten 

E. Gillibrand a lump of coal 
for Christmas when he took to Twitter to 
say she would “do anything” for campaign 
contributions. 

But in reality, he gave the New York 
Democrat and possible future presidential 
candidate a gift that will keep on giving: 

a boost in public exposure that’s likely to 
elevate Gillibrand’s status among voters 
nationwide. 

That’s the conclusion that politi- 
cal prognosticators and pros reached 


into a political gift for Gillibrand 


Getty Images 


Sen. Kirsten E. Gillibrand, D-NY., listens Tuesday at Capitol Hill news conference on legislation aimed at preventing 
deadly crashes in which cars slide under big trucks. On Monday, she had called for the resignation of President Trump. 


j ` Wednesday, a day after the online spat 
‘The president between the nation’s tweeter in chief and 
says whatever New York’s junior senator. 
he wants, “This exchange is likely to be pure 
whenever he SR S sate Gillibrand,” os 
a Jacob R. Neiheisel, an assistant profes- 
wants. Idon't sor of political science at the University at 
think that level Buffalo. 
of discourse Appearing on Fox Business News, 
... 48 what this longtime Rep. Peter T. King, a Republican 
country wants. from Long Island, agreed that Trump only 
I think what helped a Democratic rival. 
. “He’s the president of the United States 
he has done is and he’s just giving more credence and 
unacceptable.” credibility to people like Sen. Gillibrand,” 
— Sen. Kirsten King said. 
E. Gillibrand 7 
See Gillibrand on Page A9 


All but ignoring the political earth- 
quake, Trump keeps playing to base. 


ANALYSIS 


President shrugs off Alabama defeat 


By PETER BAKER 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON -President Trump does 
not readily admit defeat. Knocked to the 
mat in Alabama with the stunning loss of 
a Senate seat, he got right back up Wednes- 
day and defiantly stated that he had known 
that his candidate would lose all along. 
He may have been humbled by voters, but 
Trump does not exactly do humble. 

Aides to the temperamental president 


Getty Images 


Doug Jones’ victory for a Senate 
seat from Alabama narrows the 


Republican majority to 51-49. 


reported being pleasantly surprised that he 
didn’t rage against the setback in private, 
as he is wont to do in moments of difficul- 
ty. But neither did he concede a mistake in 
backing the Republican candidate, Roy S. 
Moore, despite sexual misconduct allega- 
tions, attributing the loss to Moore and the 
national Republican Party establishment 
that abandoned him. 

Allbutignoring the political earthquake 
in Alabama in public appearances Wednes- 
day, Trump pushed forward with his drive 
for major tax cuts, giving little indication 
that he shared his party’s panic about po- 


See Alabama on Page A7 


Attorney general 
finds no evidence 
to charge officers 


City police cleared in 


death of Davis, 


but report cites ‘real need of reform’ 


By Maki BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Two Buffalo police officers 
who were arresting Wardel Da- 
vis, a 20-year-old unarmed Af- 
rican-American man, when he 
died will not be charged in con- 
nection with his death, Attor- 
ney General Eric T. Schneider- 
man announced Wednesday. 

The Attorney General’s Of- 
fice said it found no evidence 
to warrant criminal charges 
against Officers Todd C. McAli- 
ster and Nicholas J. Parisi. 

Its report identified poli- 
cies of the Buffalo Police De- 
partment and the Erie County 
medical examiner that the AG’s 
Office said were in “real need of 
reform,” however. 

The investigation found that 
Davis died Feb. 7 of an acute 
asthma attack exacerbated by 
physical exertion from when 
he struggled with the officers. 
The officers have been on paid 
administrative leave since the 
death. 

“The death of Wardel Davis 
was a tragedy, and we send our 
deepest condolences to his fam- 
ily and loved ones,” Schneider- 
man said in a statement. “Our 
extensive investigation uncov- 
ered policies in real need of re- 


Wardel Davis’ 
death after a 
struggle with 
two Buffalo 
police officers 
last Feb. 7 was 
linked to an 
asthma attack. 


Inside: A Look Back 
AT THE EVENTS LEADING TO 
DAVIS’ DEATH. PAGE AS 


form by the Buffalo Police De- 
partment and the Erie County 
Medical Examiner. These sys- 
temic issues must be swiftly ad- 
dressed.” 

The Attorney General’s Of- 
fice took over the investiga- 
tion into the death, based on 
a 2015 executive order by Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo authorizing 
the attorney general to handle 
police-involved deaths of un- 
armed civilians. The goal is to 
try to provide an independent 
and transparent process. The 
probe was led by Chief Deputy 
Attorney General and Chief of 
the Special Investigations and 
Prosecutions Unit Alvin Bragg. 

A 6l-page report on the 


See Davis on Page A8 


CUOMO 


doesn’t expect 
a former aide. 


DOESN’T THINK 


HELL HAVE TO TESTIFY 


Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo said Wednesday he 


to testify in the corruption trial of 
Story on Page B1 


GOP expects passage 
of tax bill next week 


Overhaul would go 
into effect in 2018 


By JIM TANKERSLEY 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - House 
and Senate Republicans have 
reached an agreement in prin- 
ciple on a consensus tax bill, 
keeping the party on track for 
final votes next week with the 
aim of delivering the legislation 
to President Trump’s desk by 
Christmas, according to people 
briefed on the deal. 

Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, 
second-ranking Republican in 
the Senate, told reporters that 
heis confident that the tax bill it 
will be approved in both cham- 


bers next week. 

The agreement would drop 
the corporate tax rate to 21 per- 
cent, from the current 35 per- 
cent, and go into effect in 2018, 
rather than 2019, as the Senate 
bill originally called for, accord- 
ing to a senior Republican con- 
gressional aide. 

The bill also would allow 
individuals to deduct up to 
$10,000 in state and local tax- 
es, split between property taxes 
and either income or sales taxes 
paid. That move is intended to 
alleviate the concerns of House 
Republicans, particularly those 
from California, over the bill’s 
treatment of the deduction for 
state and local taxes, or SALT. 


See Taxes on Page A7 
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INDEX Ba WEATHER 


| Cold with a snow shower. High 
“e®e 20, low 13. Details on Page B10. 
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HURRY, THIS BOOK IS IN LIMITED SUPPLY. 
ORDER TODAY! 


After the overwhelming popularity of Buffalo Memories Volumes | and II, The Buffalo News 
is proud to present this third volume in our “Memories” series: “Buffalo Memories Ill: The 
Early Years and the 1950s.” This third collector’s book features additional photo memories 
of Buffalo from the late 1800s through 1949 plus a focus on the decade of the 1950s. We 
are excited to feature images from the archives of The Buffalo News, The Buffalo History 
Museum, and include images from you, our readers, to bring this heirloom-quality coffee-ta- 
ble book to the community. This hardcover book truly captures the rich heritage of Buffalo. 
Remaining books are selling quickly, so get your copy at $39.95 plus tax/shipping today! 


Have your books shipped by ordering online at 
Buffalo3.PictorialBook.com 


and save with flat-rate shipping! 
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